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September 2009 
 
Dear SU Parents, 
 
By now your student has likely settled into their Syracuse routine and making friends with fellow residents in their residence 
hall.  Calls home ring of new events and experiences with the transition to the independence of college life.  You are to be 
commended for providing all the necessary tools that help your student be successful while at SU! 
 
As the Director of Housing, I wanted to take a moment to remind you of the residency requirement at Syracuse University.  
As outlined in the Terms and Conditions of Student Housing, your student is required to reside in University housing during 
their first two years on our campus.  They will learn about our on-line Housing Reservation Process (HRP) in January with 
the actual process taking place in March.  Encourage your student to utilize the help of the Housing Office staff in managing 
the assignment process—we are happy to address any and all types of questions via our email address or in-person by 
appointment.   
 
I am sending this correspondence to you for a number of reasons.  Parents continue to play a very valuable role in keeping 
the lines of communication open between the students and various key offices on campus.  Shortly, the off campus 
apartment search and lease signing for the 10-11 academic year will begin.  I ask that you discourage your freshman 
student from partaking in this process.  As stated above, your student is required to live in University housing for their 
second year on our campus.  Failure to comply with this policy will result in the Residency Requirement Fee being posted to 
your student’s bursar account for both the fall and spring semesters.  This fee is comparable to the rate of a two-bedroom 
apartment at South Campus. 
 
There is no longer a petition process for current freshmen to be released from University housing for their sophomore year.  
There will be no exceptions to this policy.  While you may have heard of students being released in the past, this will no 
longer occur for any reason.  This includes any medical concerns your student may be managing.  History and data 
collection (both personal and medical) has shown us that the various types of rooms and apartments on our campus can 
meet the needs of our students.  Please note the newly build University Village Apartments on Colvin and the current 
construction on Comstock Ave., Parkview at Syracuse, are not available to your student for their sophomore year as outline 
in the land lease by the University. 
 
Please bookmark our website, http://housingmealplans.syr.edu and occasionally check to view new information for you.   
 
On behalf of the staff in the Housing Office, I invite you to attend our Family Weekend session on Friday, October 23, at 3 
p.m.  Staff will speak specifically about the Housing Reservation Process.  Please see the Family Weekend Schedule for 
details, http://parents.syr.edu/FW2009.php 
 
I appreciate your support and understanding of our policies and procedures. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Eileen H. Simmons 
Director 
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